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Delecmine Your Risk People with Disabilities and Other Access and Functional Needs

Preparing and Planning
Plan for Emergencies

L ok

Assemble Supplies * itignal

If you or someona close to you has a disability and other access and functional neads, you may have to take additional steps to
Protect Your Property protect youwrself and your family in an emergancy.
Are You Ready? Guida Disability and Other Access and Additional Steps

Funetional Mesds

What FEMA |5 Doing -

Mitigation Activities Visually impained May be extremely reluctant to leave familiar surroundings when the request for
evacuation comes from a stranger. A guide dog could become confused or
dizoriented in a disasier. People who are blind or partially sighted may have to
depend on others to lead them, as well as their dog, to safely during a disaster.

Hearing impairad May need to make special avangements to receive wamings.

Muobility impained May need special assistance o get to a sheller.

Single working pareni May need help to plan for disasters and emergencies.

Mon-English speaking parsons May need assistance planning for and responding o emergencies. Community
and cultural groups may be able to help keep people informed.

People without wehicles May nead to make amangements for transportation.

Peopla with special dietary nesds Showld take special precauticns to have an adeguate emangency food supply.

People with medical conditions Should know the location and availability of mone than one facility if dependent
on a dialysis machine or other life-sustaining equipment or treatment.

Peopla with intellectual disabilities May nead halp responding to emergencies and getting o a sheller.

People with dementia Should be registared in the Al

If you have a disability or Other Access and Functional Meeds: Find out aboul special assistance that may be available in your
community. Register with tha office of emergency services or the local fire dapartment for assistance so neaded help can be provided.

Check for hazards in the homae

Durimg and right after a disaster, ordinary items in the homea can cause injury or damage. Anything that can move, fall, break or cawse
fire is a home hazard. Check for iterns such as bookcases, hanging pictures, or overhead lights that could fall in an earthquake or a
flood and block an escape path.

Be ready to evacuate
Have a plan for getting out of your home or building (ask your family or fiends for assistance, if necessary). Also, plan two evacuation
routes because some roads may be closed or blocked in a disaster,

= Create a network of neighbors, relatives, friends, and coworkers o aid you in an emengency. Discuss your nesds and make sure
everyone knows how 1o operale necessary equipment,

* Discuss your nesds with your employer.
* [f you are mobility impaired and live or work in a high-rise building, have an escape chair.

e [f you live in an apartment building, ask the management to mark accessible exits clearly and to make arangements to help
you leave the building.

= Keap specialized iems ready, including axira wheslchair battenes, oxygen, cathelers, modication, preschptions, food for
service animals, and any other ilems you might need,

+ Be sure lo make provisions for medications thal require refrigeration.
= Heap a list of the type and model numbers of tha medical devices you requine.
= ‘Wear medical alert tags or bracelets to identify your disakbility.

= Hnow the location and availability of more than one facility if you are dependent on a dialysis machine or other life-sustaining
equipment or treatment.
Additional Resources

Section 689 Reference Guide
Guigelings for use by those who serve individuals with disabilities in emergency preparedness and disaster relief.

Settlement Agreement in "Brou v. FEMA®, No. 06-838 (E.D. La.) (PDF 3MB, TXT 114KB)

Preparing for Digaster for Peopla

Available in Spanish (PDE 601KB, TXT EEI{EI} -
Provides disaster preparedness information specific to people with disabilities and olher access and funclional needs | including the
aldary.

I-_nd Ilnl-u; ta add’nhnna] pmparadna:as |nlmnatmn , assislancae, govemment policies, initiatives and muech mone.

Download Plug-in
Some of the links on this page require a plug-n to view them. Links to the plug-ins are available below,
= Adobe Acrobat (PDF)
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